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PATTERN LANGUAGE

Alpine GI Concept
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Green Infrastructure and spatial planning

Potential components of a Trans-European 
Network for Green Infrastructure (TEN-G): 
 Natura 2000 sites
 Regional and National parks
 Multi-functional sustainably managed

agricultural landscapes
 Wilderness zones
 High nature value farmland
 Ecological networks with cross-border areas
 Local nature reserve

 Multi-use forests (such as watershed forests)
 Allotments and orchards
 City reserves
 Metropolitan park systems
 …

(European Commission, Directorate-General for the 
Environment 2016: 10)

„The lack of coordinated management between sectorial departments is one obstacle to the 

deployment of GI. [..] The EU GI strategy aims to ensure that the creation and enhancement 

of GI become an integral part of spatial planning and territorial development.” 

(Estreguil et al. 2019: 10; Publications Office of the European Union)
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE (GI): DIFFERENTIATED UNDERSTANDING

3

SEIWERT, A & RÖßLER, S. (2020): Understanding the term green infrastructure: origins, rationales, semantic content and purposes as well as 
its relevance for application in spatial planning. In: Land Use Policy 97 (2020), 1-9
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: MAIN RESULTS/PRODUCTS OF ESPON GRETA PROJECT

▪ Mapping of potential GI elements as well as regional distribution of demand/supply  

▪ Analysis of interaction between GI and ecosystem services in various policy sectors

e.g. 

▪ 3 briefings for public, practitioners and policy-makers: “Unpacking green infrastructure”, 
“relating Green Infrastructure to the Strategic Environmental Assessment”, “Planning for 
green infrastructure: Methods to support practitioners and decision-making”

▪ case study with focus on Alpine Macroregion (mainly on legal and governance framework)

EUSALP AG 7 – Alpine GI concept
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: MAIN RESULTS/PRODUCTS OF ESPON GRETA PROJECT

EUSALP AG 7 – Alpine GI concept
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: MAIN RESULTS/PRODUCTS OF INTERREG CENTRAL 
EUROPE MaGICLANDSCAPES PROJECT

▪ Transnational Framework of Green Infrastructure Assessment

▪ Green Infrastructure Functionality Assessment

▪ Strategies for Intervention at European, Regional and Local Level

e.g. 

▪ Decision Support Tools (Manual of transnational Green Infrastructure Assessment, Manual of 
Green Infrastructure Functionality Assessment)

▪ Green Infrastructure Handbook (Conceptual & Theoretical Background, Terms and Definitions)

EUSALP AG 7 – Alpine GI concept
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: MAIN RESULTS/PRODUCTS OF INTERREG CENTRAL 
EUROPE MaGICLANDSCAPES PROJECT

25/11/2020
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CONCLUSIONS FOR THE ALPINE GI CONCEPT PROCESS

▪ previous projects produced very sophisticated and valuable results/products (e.g. 
methodology on identifying GI)

▪ some products are directly targeted at specific stakeholder groups (e.g. planning practitioners) 

▪ however, results are often displayed in a quite complex way (lot of text, lack of specific 
examples on a landscape level)

→ need to develop further (visualisation) techniques and to summarize/ break down existing 
knowledge in order to initiate/ support GI planning 

→ need to develop adapted GI analysis/ strategies for the specific context of the Alpine 
Macroregion 

EUSALP AG 7 – Alpine GI concept
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WHAT IS PATTERN LANGUAGE?

Salzburger Institute for Regional Planning and Housing 

This language thus enables to organise 
notions in a connected, systematised 
and problematized way.
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Salzburger Institute for Regional Planning and Housing 

Description Pattern Language 

Description Pattern Language 

• to use an easier language to understand GI and their interconnection

o Visualisation of landscape patterns (state) and what happens when changes occur

• Pictures/Visualisation says more than words

• facilitate (local) decision maker's and planner's understanding of GI components and their interaction

• easy-to-use toolbox for people who are not familiar with sophisticated approaches and the EU level discourse

It would give guidance on how to deal with the described issues. Using this language, we could develop recommendations for target 

groups.

For example, concerning ORCHARDS: What main challenges are they facing and what are the main principles to follow/the main elements 

to consider regarding their establishment/preservation/…?



Ex. of association handbook/map 
Région Rhone-Alpes „7 familles des paysages“

� 7 categories of landscapes (not really patterns: very short, no recommandations) 
� Located on a map
� Online on the website of the region

= Natural pastures, natural recreational landscapes, rural heritage landscapes, …
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Quelle: Bayerisches Staatsministerium 

für Umwelt und Verbraucherschutz
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Salzburger Institute for Regional Planning and Housing 


