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Fact sheet for planning levels 
 
 

Planning level Type of plan 
Local Spatial development plan of a town 

 

 

 
 

Facts: Spatial Development Plan of the Town of Metković 
 
Legal basis: 

• Law on Spatial Planning (Official Gazette No. 30/94, 68/98, 61/00, 32/02, 100/04), 
• Law on Spatial Planning and Construction (Official Gazette No. 76/07, 38/09, 55/11, 90/11, 50/12) 
• Law on Spatial Planning (Official Gazette No. 153/13, 65/17, 114/18, 39/19, 98/19) 

 

Legal impact 
The spatial development plan is the main and obligatory planning instrument on the local level. It comprises 
the whole territory of a city, town or a municipality. The plan has the legal force and nature of subordinate 
regulation. It must be aligned with the spatial planning documents on the regional level. (Prior to adopting 
the spatial development plan of a city or municipality, it is necessary to obtain the opinion of the county’s 
physical planning institute in regards to the alignment of that plan with the county spatial plan.) 

 

Competences 
The spatial development plan of a municipality or city (Prostorni plan uređenja grada – PPUG, Prostorni plan 
uređenja općine – PPUO) is the main spatial plan of all local self-governing units in Croatia. It determines the 
basic land use, elements of infrastructure and elements of the protection of valuable spaces and buildings.  

The spatial development plan is drawn up on a scale of 1:25,000, while areas for building are determined on 
a scale of 1:5,000. The plan also defines the areas for which the preparation of more detailed plans is 
mandatory, for which it establishes the guidelines.  

 

Content of the plan 
The spatial plan consists of the graphical part, provisions for implementation (a legal norm regulating the 
requirements for implementation) and a textual part (that explains the planning provisions).  
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The textual part contains the following:  
1. General provisions and glossary 
2. Conditions for determining the purpose of the area(s) 
3. Requirements for the spatial arrangement of the area  

3.1 Buildings of importance for the state and the county  
3.2 Areas for building within the settlements 
3.3 Other built structures outside the settlements  

4. Conditions for locating economic and business activities  
5. Conditions for locating social activities  
6. Conditions for determining the corridors, routes or surfaces of infrastructure systems  

6.1 Road traffic  
6.2 Railways  
6.3 Maritime transport  
6.4 Air traffic  
6.5 Post and public electronic communications  
6.6 Energy system  
6.7 Water management system  

7. Measures for protecting the landscape, areas of natural value and cultural heritage 
7.1 Measures to protect areas of natural value 
7.2 Cultural heritage  
7.3 Measures to preserve the value of the landscape 
7.4 Areas with special restrictions  
7.5 Land development measures  
7.6 Protection of special values and features  

8. Waste management 
9. Measures to prevent adverse effects on the environment  
10. Measures for implementing the plan  

10.1 Obligation to create detailed spatial plans  
10.2 Guidelines for creating detailed spatial plans  
10.3 Reconstruction of buildings whose purpose is contrary to the planned purpose  
10.4 Other measures for implementing the plan  

 

The graphical part contains the following (scale 1:25,000 / areas intended for building on a scale of 1:5.000):  

0. System of settlements 
1. Use and purpose of surfaces 
2. Infrastructure systems 

2.1 Traffic/transport 
2.2 Post and telecommunications 
2.3 Energy system 
2.4.1 Water supply and irrigation 
2.4.2 Arrangement of waters and watercourses, drainage of waste and storm water, waste 
treatment and disposal, melioration drainage 

3. Conditions for the use, arrangement, and protection of various areas  
3.1.1 Areas with special conditions of use 
3.1.2 Habitats and Natura 2000 network  
3.2 Areas with special restrictions on use; protection of special values and features 
3.3 Areas where protection measures are planned 

4.1 Areas intended for building (scale 1:5,000) 
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Process, duration, participation 
 
The Spatial Development Plan of the Town of Metković was adopted in 2004. The draft was prepared by an 
authorised legal entity (private planning office – URBOS Split). The first amendment was adopted in 2015 
(drafted by IGH URBANIZAM DUBROVNIK). The second amendment was adopted in 2020 (drafted by the 
planning office APE d.o.o. Zagreb).  

In each process (both making and amending the new plan) a public consultation was held for between 15 
days (for amendments) and 30 days (for a new plan). During the public consultation, at least one public 
presentation was organised.  

Due to the nature of the second amendments (which included planning for a new bypass road in protected 
wetlands and Natura 2000 areas), the process also included a strategic environmental assessment (SEA).  

The process of drafting the second amendments of the plan started in 2018. The public consultation was 
held between 5 September and 15 October 2019. The plan was adopted by the town council in March 2020.  

 

Details of the plan 
 

 
 
Fig. 1: Plan detail (land use of the central settlement – Metković) 
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Fig. 2: Use and purpose of different areas  
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Fig. 3: Habitats and Natura 2000 network  
 

 
 



6 
 

 
 
Fig. 4: Area for building in Metković (scale 1:5000, shown on cadastral map); detail shown below 
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Characteristics 
The town of Metković is located in the southern part of Croatia. It is part of Dubrovnik-Neretva County, 
located in the delta of the River Neretva, at the border with Bosnia and Herzegovina. The town comprises 
an area of 51.21 km2. According to the 2021 census, Metković has 15,349 inhabitants and is the second 
largest town in the county (after Dubrovnik).  

The town’s main economic activities are agriculture, trade and administrative services. The Sarajevo-Ploče 
international railway line passes through the urban area. One of the port basins of the Port of Ploče is 
located in the centre of town, on the banks of the River Neretva, which is navigable up to this point. 

The town of Metković is defined as a regional centre in the system of settlements planned by the National 
Spatial Development Strategy, which means that it is planned to further strengthen its influence in the 
system of settlements in Dubrovnik-Neretva County, given that, along with Dubrovnik, Metković is the only 
unit of local government in this category in the county.  

The town has five settlements: Dubravica, Glušci, Metković, Prud and Vid.  

A large part of the town’s area (about 63%) is located within the Neretva delta protected area, a large 
wetland area protected under the Ramsar Convention. There are several areas protected as Natura 2000 
areas.  

The main element of protected cultural heritage is the archaeological zone and cultural-historical complex 
of the old Roman town of Narona in today’s Vid.  

 

Notes and links 
 
Spatial Development Plan of the Town of Metković:  
http://zzpudnz.hr/dokumenti_201300/dok293.aspx  

 
 

 

http://zzpudnz.hr/dokumenti_201300/dok293.aspx

