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National Planning Policy 2015-2026
(Landsskipulagsstefna 2015-2026).

Passed by Parliament as a parliamentary resolution
in March 2016.

LANDSSKIPULAGSSTEFNA
2015-2026
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Legal basis
Planning Act No. 123/2010, Chapter IlI.

Competences
The National Planning Policy is a strategic policy document on spatial planning, providing guidance for local authority
plan-making and other public authorities dealing with urban development, land use and infrastructure.

Binding force
According to Art. 10 of the Planning Act, local authorities must take the National Planning Policy into account in their
plan-making, but can deviate from it if sufficient reasons are presented to the National Planning Agency.

Tasks and content

According to Art. 10 of the Planning Act, the National Planning Policy shall present a policy on planning based on
sustainable development and the aims of the Planning Act, and shall integrate public plans for transport, regional
development, nature conservation, energy and other issues related to land use and the utilisation of marine areas.
The National Planning Policy can address the whole country or certain regions. It must always include a planning
policy for the central highlands and marine areas, but apart from that, the minister decides on the emphasis of the
policy when he/she initiates the process of drafting a new National Planning Policy.

Process, duration, participation

According to Art. 10 of the Planning Act, the minister responsible for planning shall present a National Planning Policy
proposal within two years after parliamentary elections.

The Minister of the Environment initiated the process of preparing the first National Planning Policy in 2013. The
publication of the National Planning Policy 2015-2026 in 2016 followed an extensive planning and public consultation
process. A draft National Planning Policy was presented for public consultation in December 2014. Parliament
approved the National Planning Policy 2015-2026 in March 2016.

A new National Planning Process was initiated by the minister in 2018 and a proposal for a parliamentary resolution
presented to Parliament in April 2021, but was not passed.

Following parliamentary elections in September 2021, responsibility for planning was moved from the Ministry for
the Environment to a new Ministry of Infrastructure in December 2021.

Duration of validity
According to Art. 10 of the Planning Act, the National Planning Policy is to have a time perspective of twelve years,
and is to be reviewed every four years.
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Details of the plan

LANDSSKIPULAGSSTEFNA
2015-2026

ASAMT GREINARGERD

The National Planning Policy 2015-2026 report.

Below are examples of pages from the National Planning Policy’s chapter presenting the planning policy for the central
highlands (policy text on white background, explanatory text on coloured background):

1. SKIPULAG
A MIDHALENDI iSLANDS

Stadinn verdi vérdur um nattiru og landslag
midhalendisins vegna nattaruverndargildis
og mikilvaegis fyrir Utivist. Uppbygging innvida
4 midhalendinu taki mid af sérstédu pess.
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1.

=

Viderni og nattirugaedi
Vidhaldid verdi sérkennum og nattdrugaedum
midhalendisins med dherslu & verndun
g ibess. Umbverfis-og viderna halendisins, landslagsheilda,
. . o v mikilveegra vistgerda og grédurlenda
ipessari dsskipulags g0 hersl a0 vi i og verdmastra menningarminja

Svardisskipulay midhdlendis Islands 2015

5 i mi i ipud [RE]

itz landsshi um verndun vigerns.
og 0 sinum.
verdi bess gastt ad mannvirki og umferd um halendid skerdi viderni og Snnur
sérkenni og nattunigadi halendisins sem minnst. Jafnframt versi kannadir
méguleikar imt videma og Til grungvallar
werdi l3g8 kortlagning & umfangi viderna, vistgerdakort Natturufrasdistofnunsr
[slands og svadi sem njdta verndar vegna natturufars. A svaedum sem
flokkast sem viderni verdi svignim fyrir takmerkade manmvirkjagerd. svo sem
génguskala, vegsldda og géngu- og reidleidir. Umfangsmeir mannvirkjagerd
verdi beint 34 st68um sem rira ekki videmi halendisins.

1.1.2 Sjéifbaer grédurframvinds

Ahersla i i inu verdi
ma. vadum | i | samradi via bandur
og Landgra=dsiu rikisins. bau mii 38 bvi a8 beitardlag sé | samrasmi vid astand
vistherfs vistkerfi

stodva Med peim a0 pvi 20 beit d
verdi atjdmad pannig ad landnyting verdi sjaifoer, valdi ekki grodur- eda
inqu ea hamii i framuindu vistkerta & ila formu landi.
Einnig verdi, eftir bvi sem vid 4, sett akvasdi | sdalskipulagi um landgraedalu og
st vid um beit

og landgraeds byggist & datiunum um uppgreztshu lands.

11 og'
Stefna um verndun videma og natturugzeda halendsing verdi eftir b sem vid
& utfaend med i ki m.2. bannig ad
i i verdi bau svaedi sem tilgreind en | i
setiunar um vernd og i e
verdi hverfisvernd eftir adstasum nytt til 36 vernds land sem er talid vidkvasmt
z tyrir bufjarbeit.

Hiin midast inn vi amilli Gnnur verkefni 11,4 Kortlagning viderna
i i i sveitarstjdris il stjdrmwoida  Skipulagsstofnun og Umhverfisstofun haf forgangu um a3 reglulega liggi fyrir
uppfaerd kort af umfangi og bréun videma & mishlendinu. | i felst 36 skveda

vidmid Fyrir mat & umfangi videma it frd skipulagssidnarmidum og ad hata kort
i sem uppfend eru regiulega um umiang viderna adgengileg fyrir skipulagsvinnu
20 henni. Sveitarstj il isins vi sveitarfelaga o annarra adila,

1.1.5 Umhwerfismat

ismat dctlana og i inu verdi lagt mat &
shrif amtiunar og framkvasmdar & videmi og hve milil rjmun, eda eftir stvikum
endurheimt, verdur & videmum.

1 i 5

Verndun viderna og nittirugeda
e ,

fremur £ og dreifd mannvirki.

uppr
Jafnframt
rannsiknar- o fagstofnanir  pessu svidi.
Hverfisvernd
i =
2 umferd, i i i vidkvams
par o s Sgumaing atartdiog nti
o o Lo
P
'
B =
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A proposal for an amended National Planning Policy was introduced in Parliament in 2021 (but was not passed). It
introduced three new themes: climate, landscape and public health. Below are examples of explanatory diagrams from

the proposal:

A diagram demonstrating examples of actions that can be applied in planning to address climate issues by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions (minni losun), binding CO2 (meiri binding) and adapting to climate change (adlégun ad

breytingum).

hverfisversiun

~% ée"mgaﬁ‘a
leik-0g

atvinnutaekifeeri

atvinnu- og
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med almennings-
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oOruggar
hiélaleidir
gongugreidleiki @

fioloreytt
0

hasnaedi
adstaedur fyrir alla
aldurshdpa

hagkvamt
hasnaedi Oruggar
goturog
baejarrymi

Diagrams explaining the proposal’s emphasis on the 20 minute town/neighbourhood and active transport modes for the

20 mir]utna
baerinn

) @&

grunnskélar

taekifaeri til
menntunar

leiksveedi og
almennings-
garbar

o graznar gotur
og torg

gardiond

iprétta- og
Utivistaradstada

benefit of the climate, landscape and public health.
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Characteristics

Location of the area
The National Planning Policy presents a planning policy within the jurisdiction of the government of Iceland. It must
always include a policy on the planning of the central highlands and marine areas.

Initial situation

The legal provisions for presenting a National Planning Policy came about with the Planning Act No. 123/2010 in 2010.
The National Planning Policy 2015-2026, passed by Parliament in 2016, is the first of its kind. A proposal for an amended
National Planning Policy was presented to Parliament in 2021, but was not passed.

Particularities of the content of the planning policy
The National Planning Policy 2015-2026 is structured around four themes with the following strategic objectives:
e  Planning of the central highlands. Protect the nature and landscape of the central highlands due to their nature
conservation value and importance for outdoor activities.
e Planning in rural areas. Allow for diverse utilisation of land in rural areas, such as cultivation, tourism and
outdoor activities, in harmony with nature and the landscape.
e  Planning of settlement structure and urban areas. Promote sustainability with emphasis on the quality of the
built environment and integrated planning of building development and transport.
e Marine spatial planning. Provide the basis for a diverse utilisation of marine areas, while maintaining their
important natural resources.

The proposal for an amended National Planning Policy, presented to Parliament in 2021, introduced three new themes
and strategic objectives, which cut across the four themes in the existing National Planning Policy:
e  Planning for climate. Contribute to carbon neutrality and resilience against the consequences of climate change.
e Placemaking and landscape protection. Preserve and enhance landscape quality and sense of place.
e  Planning for public health. Contribute to health and wellbeing.

Further information

National Planning Agency (n.d.): Landsskipulagsstefna (Engl.: National Planning Policy). Available at:
https://www.landsskipulag.is (Accessed 31 August 2022).
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