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Fact sheet for planning levels 
Planning level: Regional Type of plan 

 
 

Spatial Development Principles (Zásady 
územního rozvoje, ZÚR) for the South 
Moravian Region – Spatial layout of the region 
 

 
 

Source map:  
 

Type of plan 
 
Spatial Development Principles (ZÚR) for the South Moravian Region – Areas and corridors of 
regional importance 

 
 
Source: https://www.kr-
jihomoravsky.cz/archiv/oupsr/zur_jmk_a2a1_UZ/GRAFICKA_CAST/I2_PlochyKoridory.pdf#zoom=100 
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Spatial Development Principles (ZÚR) for the South Moravian Region – Landscapes 

 
Source: https://www.kr-jihomoravsky.cz/archiv/oupsr/zur_jmk_a2a1_UZ/GRAFICKA_CAST/I3_KrajTyp.pdf#zoom=100 
 
 
Spatial Development Principles (ZÚR) for the South Moravian Region – Public works and public 
benefit measures 

https://doi.org/10.60683/xkzn-kz68
https://www.kr-jihomoravsky.cz/archiv/oupsr/zur_jmk_a2a1_UZ/GRAFICKA_CAST/I3_KrajTyp.pdf#zoom=100


 

 

-- 

PLEASE NOTE that your contribution will be published as an ‘Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 Internati onal (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)’ licence.  
For further information please see: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/  

Page 3 
 

Author: Prof. Karel Maier 

HOW TO CITE: Maier, K. (2026): Country Profile of Czech Republic. Hannover. = ARL Country 
Profiles. https://doi.org/10.60683/xkzn-kz68 . (date of access). 

 

Country Profile: Czech 
Republic Fact sheet 

 

 
  

https://doi.org/10.60683/xkzn-kz68


 

 

-- 

PLEASE NOTE that your contribution will be published as an ‘Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 Internati onal (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)’ licence.  
For further information please see: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/  

Page 4 
 

Author: Prof. Karel Maier 

HOW TO CITE: Maier, K. (2026): Country Profile of Czech Republic. Hannover. = ARL Country 
Profiles. https://doi.org/10.60683/xkzn-kz68 . (date of access). 

 

Country Profile: Czech 
Republic Fact sheet 

Facts: Spatial Development Principles (Zásady územního rozvoje, ZÚR) 
 

Legal basis 
Act No. 283/2021 Coll., Building Act (Stavební zákon) + amendments, § 77–79.  
Functions (official translation of the Czech Building Act published by the Ministry of Regional Development: 
https://mmr.gov.cz/cs/ministerstvo/stavebni-pravo/pravo-a-legislativa/novy-stavebni-zakon/preklad-
stavebniho-zakona-do-anglictiny-a-nemc-(1)) 
The spatial development principles form a fundamental document for directing the region’s spatial 
development and protecting the values of its territory.  
(Building Act, § 77 (1)) 
 
Binding force (official translation of the Czech Building Act) 
(1) Spatial plans shall be issued in the form of measures of a general nature.  
(2) The spatial plan shall be binding for decision-making processes and for determining future changes [...].  
(3) The superordinate spatial plan shall be binding for any subsequent/subsidiary spatial plans. Any elements 
of subsequent/subsidiary spatial plans which deviate from the superordinate spatial plan shall not be valid.  
(Building Act, § 73 (1–3)) 
 
Tasks and content (official translation of the Czech Building Act) 
Spatial development principles shall  
a) set out the concept for the spatial development of the region and the development and protection of its 
values, including the approach to the settlement structure of the region, taking into account the state’s 
concept for the settlement structure in the spatial development policy,  
b) delimit the development areas and development axes as per the spatial development policy and, where 
appropriate, delimit development areas and development axes of supra-local significance,  
c) delimit specific areas given in the spatial development policy and, where appropriate, delimit specific 
areas of supra-local importance,  
d) adopt and, where appropriate, specify the substantive plans given in the spatial development plan, in 
particular the buildable areas, transformation areas and corridors, and the territorial system for ecological 
stability of supra-regional importance,  
e) delimit the buildable areas, transformation areas and corridors of supra-local importance, including areas 
and corridors of public infrastructure, areas for mineral extraction, the territorial system for ecological 
stability of regional importance, as well as define the purpose for which they are delimited and the 
requirements for their use,  
f) delimit landscapes and set their target qualities in accordance with the European Landscape Convention, 
including the spatial conditions for their conservation or realisation,  
g) take over and, where appropriate, specify publicly beneficial structures, publicly beneficial measures, 
structures and measures to provide for the defence and security of the state and areas for land clearance for 
which rights to land and structures may be subject to compulsory purchase, as laid out in the spatial 
development plan,  
h) delimit publicly beneficial structures and publicly beneficial measures to provide for the defence and 
security of the state and areas for land clearance for which rights to the land and structures may be subject 
to compulsory purchase,  
i) set out requirements for the coordination of municipal spatial planning activities and solutions in 
municipal spatial plans, taking into account the established settlement structure and renewable and 
secondary energy sources.  
(Building Act, § 77 (2)) 
(1) Spatial development principles in a supra-local context shall specify and develop the objectives and tasks 
of spatial planning in accordance with the spatial development policy and the spatial development plan and 
determine the strategy for their implementation.  
(2) Where appropriate, the spatial development principles shall set out a more detailed solution than in the 
spatial development policy or the spatial development plan and address other matters that extend beyond a 
single municipality in their significance or scope; the spatial development principles may also include a 
solution for a selected area or corridor on a more detailed scale.  
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(3) Spatial development principles may delimit an area or corridor as a spatial reserve.  
(4) Spatial development principles may determine the sequence of implementation of changes in the 
territory.  
(5) Spatial development principles may require a spatial planning study to be prepared in selected areas or 
corridors in order to examine the proposed solution in more detail.  
(Building Act, § 78) 
 
Process, duration, participation (official translation of the Czech Building Act) 
(1) The regional council  
a) determines whether to prepare spatial development principles,  
b) approves the commission for the preparation of the spatial development principles,  
c) approves the selection of the most appropriate version of the draft spatial development principles,  
d) issues the spatial development principles,  
e) reviews and approves the report on the implementation of the spatial development principles.  
(Building Act, § 24) 
 
Duration of validity (official translation of the Czech Building Act) 
After the plan is issued, the planning officer submits a report on the implementation of the plan to the local 
council of the municipality every four years at the latest. 
(Building Act, § 55) 
(1) The plan commissioner, in cooperation with the designated representative, develops a draft report on 
the implementation of the spatial plan.  
[…] 
(3) If the assessment […] results in the need for the spatial plan to be revised or a new spatial plan to be 
developed, the implementation report shall include a draft of such revision […]. 
(Building Act, § 107) 
 

 
Details of the plan 
 
Spatial Development Principles (ZÚR) for the South Moravian Region 2011 – Detail of the area where certain 
principles were objected to and pursued in court. 
 

 
Source: http://www.cisteturany.cz/uzemni-planovani/ukoncene-projekty/zasady-uzemniho-rozvoje-jmk/ 
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Spatial Development Principles (ZÚR) for the South Moravian Region 2016 – Detail of the area where some 
of the 2011 development principles were rejected by the court 
 

 
Source: https://www.kr-
jihomoravsky.cz/archiv/oupsr/zur_jmk_a2a1_UZ/GRAFICKA_CAST/I2_PlochyKoridory.pdf#zoom=100 

 

Characteristics 
 
Location of the area 
The South Moravian Region is a higher-level self-governing unit of the Czech Republic, which was established 
in 2000 in South and Central-West Moravia. Its area covers a total of 7,188 km2 and consists of seven 
districts (Blansko, Brno-město, Brno-venkov, Břeclav, Hodonín, Vyškov and Znojmo). Approximately 
1.2 million inhabitants (11% of the total Czech population) live in the South Moravian Region, which has 
672 municipalities, including 50 towns and 40 townships, and one military district. The seat and largest city 
of the South Moravian Region is Brno, which is the second largest city in the Czech Republic 
(382,000 inhabitants); its significance extends beyond the borders of the region – it is, for example, the seat 
of the highest judicial institutions and the venue for major events of European significance.  
The climate is one of the warmest in the Czech Republic, and agriculture is the most developed in the 
lowlands. Almost 60% of the region’s area is agricultural land, of which 83% is arable land. Over 96% of the 
vineyards in the Czech Republic are located in Southern Moravia in the Moravian wine region.  
The engineering industry is the most important sector in the economy. The centre of the engineering 
industry is Brno; other important areas for the engineering industry are Blansko, Kuřim, Boskovice and 
Břeclav. The electrical engineering industry has also traditionally been present in the region. The food 
industry is located mainly in the south and east of the region.  
There are several public and state universities in Brno. The city of Brno in particular excels in supporting 
science and research, especially in the field of IT.  
 
Plan summary 
• 2007 – Work on the Development Principles for the South Moravian Region started.  
• April 2011 – About 1,050 citizens represented by two Public Deputies filed an objection to the 

proposed areas for mixed production and storage at the airport and other storage areas, all in the Brno 

https://doi.org/10.60683/xkzn-kz68
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hinterland, as well as the construction of a bypass and a new road needed to serve these areas; they 
argued that the proclaimed priorities of sustainable development were violated by these projects.  

• 22 September 2011 – The Development Principles for the South Moravian Region were approved by 
the South Moravian Regional Assembly.  

• Lawsuits were filed challenging the unsatisfactory justification for the rejection of citizens’ objections.  
• 21 June 2012 – The Supreme Administrative Court annulled the Development Principles for the South 

Moravian Region in their entirety by judgment 1 Ao 7/2011 – 526.  
• 8 August 2012 – Following the judgment of the Supreme Administrative Court, new Development 

Principles for the South Moravian Region were commissioned and the task at hand elaborated.  
• 28 February 2013 – The South Moravian Regional Council approved the specifications for the 

elaboration of the Development Principles for the South Moravian Region.  
• 13 February 2014 – Following the results of the tender, the South Moravian Regional Council approved 

the contract for the delivery of a new proposal for the Development Principles with a consortium 
comprising the Urban Centre Brno and the T plan company in Prague.  

• 2014 – Field sessions on the Development Principles were held in the district towns of the region. 
• March 2015 – The consultation on the draft Development Principles commenced with the relevant 

bodies, the Ministry of Regional Development, neighbouring regions and countries, and the public. 
• 5 January 2016 – The Ministry of the Environment confirmed that the SEA supported the proposed 

Development Principles.  
• March 2016 – The modified proposal for the Development Principles was made available for public 

hearings.  
• June 2016 – Public hearings on the draft Development Principles were held in all district cities of the 

region.  
• 3 November 2016 – The Development Principles for the South Moravian Region came into force.  
• 10 July 2017 – A motion was filed with the Regional Court in Brno to annul the Development Principles 

for the South Moravian Region; the regional administration was served with a lawsuit, which comprised 
over 200 pages of text and other documentary annexes.  

• December 2017 – The first stage of the Development Principles – the analytical component of the 
territorial study – was presented to the municipalities of the region, to the relevant authorities and to 
the spatial planning authorities for their comments. 

• 20 December 2017 – The Senate of the Regional Court in Brno dismissed the action against the 
Development Principles for the South Moravian Region.  

• 28 March 2019 – An update of the Development Principles for the South Moravian Region was 
commissioned. 

• 17 September 2020 – Update No. 1 and No. 2 of the Development Principles for the South Moravian 
Region  

• 7 November 2022 – Proposal of an authorised investor for an update to the Principles of Territorial 
Development of the South Moravian Region – high-speed railway Praha–Brno–Břeclav, section Šakvice–
Rakvice–Břeclav   

• 2 June 2023 – Submission of the draft Update No. 3 for public hearing 
 
 

Particularities of the process 
The process of commissioning the Spatial Development Principles was one of the most complex in the 
history of these spatial plans. The controversies mainly concerned areas near Brno, development in the 
vicinity of Brno Airport and the corridor for a new motorway heading north from Brno. They resulted in the 
original spatial development principles being annulled in 2012 followed by a new elaboration of the 
Development Principles, which took from 2012 to 2017.  

 

Notes and links 

https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2021-283 
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https://mmr.gov.cz/cs/ministerstvo/stavebni-pravo/pravo-a-legislativa/novy-stavebni-
zakon/preklad-stavebniho-zakona-do-anglictiny-a-nemc-(1)  

https://www.mmr.cz/MMR/media/MMR_StaryWeb/import/%c3%9azemn%c3%ad%20pl%c3%a1n
ov%c3%a1n%c3%ad%20a%20stavebn%c3%ad%20%c5%99%c3%a1d/Pr%c3%a1vo%20a%20legislat
iva/P%c5%99ehled%20platn%c3%bdch%20pr%c3%a1vn%c3%adch%20p%c5%99edpis%c5%af/SZ_
angl.pdf  

https://www.jmk.cz/content/28594  

https://www.jmk.cz/archiv/oup/zur_jmk_a3/  
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