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Fact sheet for planning levels 
Planning level Type of plan 
Regional  

 
 

Territorial guidance and coordination 
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Details of the plan 
 

Legal Basis 
• Piedmont Regional Spatial Planning Law 56/1977 and subsequent amendments and revisions  

Competences 
• The preparation and enforcement of the Plan is a competence of the Regional Administration 

Binding Force 
• The document mostly includes territorial development and coordination guidelines 
• It also includes elements that are binding for lower level plans (Metropolitan Cities and Provinces), 

mainly in the fields of the environment, landscape, transportation 

Task and Contents 

The Regional Territorial Plan (Ptr) is the instrument that defines strategies and objectives for the 
development of the regional territory. It outlines the actions to be taken to achieve these goals and assigns 
their implementation, through review and consultation processes, to entities operating at the provincial and 
local levels. It provides an interpretation and structural analysis of the regional territory and establishes 
general and sectoral planning guidelines to coordinate regional sectoral plans, programs, and projects, as 
well as directives and programmatic acts approved by the Regional Council that have territorial significance. 

The current Plan, approved by DCR No. 122-29783 on July 21, 2011, is centered on the recognition of the 
regional polycentric system and its potential. Based on the principles of subsidiarity and co-planning, it has 
served as a strategic tool to connect regional programming guidelines with the recognition of the specific 
characteristics and vocations of the territory. 

The Regional Territorial Plan (Ptr) is structured into three interconnected components: 

• A reference framework (the cognitive-structural component of the plan), which focuses on a critical 
analysis of the regional territory, considering settlement patterns, socio-economic aspects, 
morphological, landscape-environmental, and ecological factors, as well as the network of local 
territorial systems that shape the Piedmont region. 

• A strategic component (the coordination component for policies and projects across different 
institutional levels, spatial scales, and sectors), which identifies the interests to be safeguarded in 
advance and the major strategic development axes. 

• A statutory component (the regulatory part of the plan), which defines the roles and functions of 
different territorial governance areas based on the principles of local autonomy and subsidiarity. 

The plan’s components are developed within a territorial matrix characterized by the subdivision of the 
regional territory into 33 units, called Territorial Integration Areas (Ait). Within each Ait, both positive and 
negative, current and potential, structural and dynamic connections are represented, which must be 
addressed through integrated planning. 

Process, duration and participation 

The duration of the Plan is not established by the Law. Given its role in guiding, framing, and promoting 
socio-economic and territorial policies, the Plan requires both periodic updates of the territorial knowledge 
framework and monitoring of the implementation of policies and strategies defined at the time of its 
approval.  The changing socio-economic context and the increasing urgency to define development 
trajectories that integrate economic growth with environmental protection and social cohesion led, ten 
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years after the approval of the current Regional Territorial Plan (Ptr) (D.C.R. No. 122-29783 of July 21, 
2011), to the initiation of work to update its contents. 

The Preliminary Document for the Revision of the Regional Territorial Plan, titled “Programming and 
Planning the Territory for the Relaunch of Piedmont”, approved by D.G.R. 1-3116 on April 23, 2021, outlined 
the reasons and key themes for the update. This document initiated multiple consultation moments and in-
depth activities, involving a wide and diverse range of stakeholders. 

Among them, the various regional departments managing sectoral issues relevant to territorial 
development were engaged in a series of technical meetings on specific topics. Additionally, research 
institutes, Politecnico di Torino, and competent territorial bodies were involved in experimental activities 
and collaborations, aimed at sharing the key topics of the update and testing its most significant 
innovations. 

 
 

Duration of validity 
 
The present version has been approved in 2011 and its currently under revision. 

 

Notes and links 
 
https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/ambiente-territorio/territorio/piano-territoriale-regionale-ptr  
 
https://www.regione.piemonte.it/web/temi/ambiente-territorio/territorio/aggiornamento-piano-
territoriale-regionale 
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